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Construction planning is currently underway as we move towards presenting a complete

and connected East Riverfront, with the Uniroyal site being the major segment left to be

completed. Other development projects that support the continuous RiverWalk include phase two of the Tri-Centennial

State Park and the Port Authority Dock and Terminal, both of which are described in further detail beginning on page 10.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

What better way to celebrate the new Riverfront than with a big party? In June 2007, the Conservancy did just that,
partnering with General Motors and The Parade Company to present GM River Days, a six day Riverfront festival which
featured Riverfront concerts, including a performance by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Venetian-style DTE Energy

Parade of Lights boat parade, family friendly fun on land and water, culminating with the fantastic Target Fireworks.

The inaugural festival (June 22-27, 2007) brought more than 700,000 people down to celebrate their new Riverfront - and
close to 1.5 million including the annual fireworks crowd — and the event was such a success that the festival has become an
annual event. The 2008 GM River Days (June 20-23) was shortened to four days but featured more music and events than the
year before, including a historic tall ship, an art fair and a 5k fun run. Even with the shortened festival, more than 600,000 people

feted the Riverfront — with another 800,000 taking in the 50th anniversary of the Target Fireworks on Monday, June 23.

- 2007 IN REVIEW conrmuep

Speaking of big events and big numbers: in May 2008, the Riverfront hosted close to one million people for the Red Bull Air
Race World Series — an international air racing event that featured some of the world’s best pilots pulling up to 10 Gs as they
raced against the clock over a slalom course set up over the river. It was an absolutely thrilling weekend, which drew close to
one million people - the series’ largest North American crowd ever. Detroit was one of only two U.S. locations chosen for the

race — and the first Midwest location - and the transformed Riverfront played a major role in its selection.

The Riverfront’s 2008 programming season will be capped oft by another major regional event: the Detroit Free Press/Flagstar
Marathon. For the first time, this nationally recognized marathon will include a section of RiverWalk for its course and will

engage the entire Riverfront region with activities and programming on race day.

Detroit’s Riverfront has become the place to be for major events in the region. These large national and international programs

have noticeably raised the visibility of the Riverfront within the region and throughout the nation.

It has also become the place for smaller happenings: family bike rides, dog walks, friendly gatherings and sightseeing. In 2008,
the Conservancy launched its programming initiative, which introduced a calendar of smaller programs for the community,
including fitness classes, walking clubs, dog owner gatherings and more. The objective is to continue to provide ways for the

community to use their Riverfront - from the very large events to the smaller activities.

Looking to the future, the Conservancy was the recipient of a series of grants from the Community Foundation for Southeast
Michigan and the Kellogg Foundation, which will provide resources to support opportunities for community engagement within
Detroit’s near-eastside neighborhoods through the Conservancy’s community outreach and programming department. The
strategy will seek to identify and engage stakeholders from community organizations, local business, faith based institutions,
schools and other service organizations within the near-eastside neighborhoods to develop programming initiatives and

partnerships that will further enhance the Detroit International Riverfront, the Dequindre Cut and the surrounding communities.
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